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[Letter One: ] 
[Abstract:] Sends coin for examination and valuation. 


Radom, Ills. 
November 18, 1886 
Washington County 


Hon. Manning 
Secretary Treasury Department 


Honorable and Dear Sir 


Your kind favor of the 26th of October through Mr. Brenan is at hand, it being an honor. 
As my asking information from your Honor about a collector of old coins. By your Secretary, 
Mr. Brennan. I am informed to send in a list of the coins in question and the prices I would ask 
for separate prices or for the whole collection. To this I have to answer, that, not having the 
means of as containing the value of the coins. I cannot name any prices. Some time ago I tried to 
have my collection examined in St. Louis, Mo. could find the date of only four of the coins the 
gentlemen had none of the necessary books at hand, from which he could determine the age of 
the rest; but he at the same time said I had the oldest coins that could be found in the country. 
This gentleman was an officer of the St. Louis Merchants Library but his name I do not know. 
Now, to save as much annoyance to your Honor as possible, I will forward the whole collection 
by Registration to your Honor, that you may have it examined by an expert, to be able to judge 
of the age of each coins and then to name a fair price of the whole or of any piece in particular, 
that the collection contains valuable and rare specimens of coin I know from that gentlemen in 
St. Louis as also from the fact that I was offered a sum of money for the collection some time 
ago when I was not willing to part with it. 


This seems to me the easiest way to some so an agreement in this matter. Relying entirely 
on your Honor’s kindness and thanking you for the readiness to assist a poor man, I remain very 
respectfully yours, 


Emil Sonnek 
To the Honorable Secretary of the 


Treasury Department 
Washington, D.C. 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 142 


[Noted on back:] 


Treasury Department, 
January 14, 1886 


Respectfully referred to the Director of the Mint. 


Daniel Manning 
Secretary 
Pr J.B. 


January 15, 1886 
Respectfully referred to the Superintendent of the Mint of Philadelphia. 


Jas. P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint 


[Letter Two:] 
[Abstract:] Concerning Mr. Sonnek’s coin... 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
November 18, 1886 


The bulk of the coins are too much worn and corroded, to identify their age, or date. 


I classify them as follows. 

6 coins of the following Johmean Pennies. 

Herod I. (the great) Herod Achelaus, Agrippa I, and Herod, King of Chaleis. B.C. 37- 
A.D. 48. 

4 Jewish Coin. Date uncertain. 

1. Of one the Pencurators of Judia, A.D. 6-68. 

1 Roman, Gallienus, A.D. 253-268. 

3 Byzantine. About the 6th century. 

16 Arabic coins, date uncertain. 

2 East India piece. 


The remainder are uncertain on account of their worn and corroded condition. We do 
want any of the above for the Cabinet as we already have the best of them, in good condition. I 


do not think the whole lot would bring 10 dollars at Public Sale. 


MC. 


